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L  K  T  T  E  R.  '^c. 


J.  ()  vote  in  fniall  minorities  is  a  misfortune  to 
which  1  liavc  been  lb  much  accuitomed,  tliat  I 
cannot  be  cxpcded  to  iccl  it  very  acutely. 

'I'o  be  tlic  obiecl  of  calumny  and  milVcprefenta- 
tion  gives  me  uncaiinefs,  it  is  true,  but  un  uneali- 
nci%  not  wliolly  luimixed  vrith  pride  and  iatikfaction, 
iincc  the  experience  of  all  ages  and  countries 
teaches  that  calumny  and  mil'repreientation  are 
frecjviently  the  mod  une(iuivocal  tellimonies  of  the 
'.eal,  and  pijlllbly  the  cllect,  with  which  heagainll 
whom  they  are  dircded  has  lervetl  the  public. 

But  I  am  informed  that  I  now  labour  under  a 
misfortune  (if  a  far  dillcrent  nature  from  tliefe, 
and  which  cm  excite  no  other  fcnfation^  llian 
thole  otconccn  diid  humiliation.  1  am  told,  that 
you  u)  gru'-ial  dilapprove  my  late  contlucl,  and 
'licit,  even  ami^ng  thofe  whole  partiality  to  me  w  ai 
r.\'ji\   cuiilpicuouj,     tii'jrc   cU'c   many    wliu,    when 
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I  am  attacked  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  profefs: 
themfelves  neither  able  nor  wilhng  to  defend  me^ 

That  your  unfavourable  opinion  of  me  (if  in 
fa 61  you  entertain  any  fuch)  is  owing  to  mifrepre- 
fentation,  I  can  have  no  doubt.  To  do  away  the 
effecls  of  this  mifreprefentation  is  the  object  of 
this  letter,  and  I  know  of  no  mode  by  which  I 
can  accomplifli  this  object  at  once  fo  fairly,  and 
(as  I  hope)  fo  effedually,  as  by  flating  to  you  the 
different  motions  which  I  made  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  the  hrlf  days  of  this  feffion,  together 
■with  the  motives  and  arguments  which  indu- 
ced me  to  make  them. — On  the  firll  day  I  moved 
the  Houfe  to  fubftitute,  in  place  of  the  addrefs. 
the  following  Amendment : 

"  To  exprefs  to  His  Majefly   our  moil  zealous 

"  attachment  to  the  excellent  conftitution  of  this 

"  free  country,  our  fcnfe  of  the   invaluable  blcff- 

*'  ings  Vvdiich  are  derived   from  it,  and   our  un- 

"  fliaken  dcterminri'^ion  *"o  maintain  and  preferve 

"  it  To  afiure   His   Majefly,  that  uniting 

"  with  all  His  Majefly's  faithful  fubjecls  in  thole 

"  fentiments  of  loyalty  to  the  Throne,  and   at- 

"  tachmcnt  to  theConllitution,  wefeel  in  common 

•*  with   tlicm  the   dcepcll   anxiety  and   concern, 

'*  when  we  fee   thole   meafures   adopted   by   the 

**  Executive  CoveniraeiiL,  which  the  law  autho 
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"   nzc5  only   iti  cufcs  of  infurrcrlion   uitliin   this 
"   icalni. 

"  That   lii>    Maic-ily's   luithfal    ComniDir-,,    uf- 

'  fcinbled  in  a  iiKinucr  new  and    alarniine;  to  the 

'  ccnnirry,   think  it  their  firll  cUity,  and  will  make 

''  It  their  hrll   hulincls,   ti)   inlurin    theinlclvcs   of 

*'  the  caufes  ot"  tlii'5  n^ealnrc,   being   eijiially  /.eaU 

''  cr.s  to   inioree  a    due  obedience  to    the  I.uvs  ou 

"  ti)c  one  li.nid,  and  a  faithtVil  execution  of  them 

:'  cm  tlie  (iiliLi'.'' 

\[v  moti\c  for  tln^^  nieafure  was,  that  I  thought, 
't  highly  important,  botii  in  a  conllitutioUoil  and 
A  prudential  view,  that  the  Houl'e  Ihould  be  tho- 
roughly informeil  of  the  ground  oi'caHmg  out  tiic 
militia,  an.d  (jt  its  own  meeting,  l^efore  it  proceed- 
ed upon  other  bulinefs. 

■"I'lie  [.aw  enables  the  King,  in  certam  cafes, 
])y  the  advice  of  hi^  Pri\y  Ctumeil,  ha^-iug  pre- 
vi'^dly  declared  tiie  caufe,  to  call  forth  the  militia 
— and  p'jfitively  enjoins,  tliar,  whenever  lueli  a 
meafure  is  taken.  Parliament  ihall  be  fimmioncd 
immediately. 


Tliis  hiw,  v.liich  provided  tiiat  \vc  fliould  meet, 
-ceuKtl  to  me  to  'p(.:!it  out  to  i:>  our  dutv  when 
Jni;,    .  i,d  t-    uou'iT    u,!'   U-,   if  u'^r    by    its    letter, 

vet 
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yet  by  a  fair  interpretation  of  its  fpirit,  to  make 
it  our  firft  bufinefs,  to  examine  into  the  caufes, 
that  had  been  ftatcd  in  the  Proclamation  as  the 
motives  for  excrciling  an  extraordinary  power  lod- 
ged in  the  Crown  for  extraordinary  occafions ;  to 
afcertain  whether  they  were  true  in  fad,  and  whe- 
ther, if  true,  they  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  war- 
rant the  prpceeding  that  had  been  grounded  on 
jthem. 

Such  a  mode  of  condu6t,  if  right  upon  gene- 
ral principles,  appeared  to  me  peculiarly  called 
for  by  the  circumftances  under  which  we  were  af- 
fembled;  and  by  the  ambiguity  with  which  the 
caufes  of  reforting  for  the  firll  time  to  this  prero- 
gative were  ftatcd  and  defended. 

The  infurredions  (it  was  faid)  at  Yarmouth, 
vShiclds,  and  other  places,  gave  Minifters  a  legal 
right  to  acl;  and  the  general  ftate  of  the  country, 
independently  of  thefe  infurreclions,  made  it  expe  • 
dient  for  them  to  avail  themfelves  of  this  right.  In 
other  words,  infurredion  was  the  pretext,  the  general 
Itatc  of  the  country  the  caufe  of  the  meafurc.  Yet 
infurredionwas  the  motive  Hated  in  the  Proclama- 
tion ;  and  the  A61  of  Parhament  enjoins  the  dif- 
clofure,  not  of  the  pretext,  but  of  the  cauic  :  fo 
that  it  appeared  to  be  doubtful  whether  even  the 
Jcttcr  of  the  law  had  been  obeyed :  but  if  it  had, 

to 
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(0  this  mode  of  profcfllng  one  motive  and  :u'}in^ 
up.ni  another,  however  agreeable  to  the  habits 
of  lomc  men,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  diiluade 
the  Houfe  ot  Clommon?  from  giving  any  lancfion 
or  countenance  wliau.'vcr. 

In  a  prudential  vie\T,  furely  information  ought 
to  precede  judgment ;  and  we  were  bound  to 
know  wliat  really  was  the  flate  of  the  country, 
bcf  )rc  we  delivered  our  opinion  of  it  in  the  Ad- 
drefb.  Whenever  the  Houfe  is  called  U])on  to  de- 
clare an  opinion  of  thi^  nature,  the  weigiit  which 
ought  to  belong  to  fucli  a  declaration,  makes  it 
highly  important  liiat  it  ihould  be  founded  on  the 
moll  authentic  information,  and  that  it  ihould  be 
cletu'  and  dillincl.  Did  the  Houfe  mean  to  ap- 
prove the  meafurc  taken  by  Adminiftration,  upon 
the  ground  of  the  public  pretence  of  infurreclions  ? 
Iff),  they  were  bound  to  have  before  them  the 
iacU  relative  to  thole  iiilurreclion<;,  to  the  jiroduc- 
tion  of  which  no  (jbjeclion  could  be  liated.  Did 
thcv  mean  by  their  Addrels  to  declare  that  the 
general  lituation  of  the  country  was  in  itfclf  a  juf- 
tilication  i^f  what  had  been  done:  Upon  tliis  fup- 
pofuion,  it  ajipeared  to  me  C(]ually  nccellary  for 
them  f )  to  intorm  thcmielves,  as  to  enable  them 
t.)  llate  with  precition  to  the  public  the  circum- 
itanccs  in  this  lituation  to  which  they  particularly 
.'clvcrted.  If  they  fiw  realon  to  iear  impcndmg 
B  tumuhs 
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tumults  and  infurredions,  of  which  the  danger 
was  imminent  and  prefling,  the  meafurcs  of  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  might  be  well  enough  adapted 
to  fuch  an  exigency^  but  furelj  the  evidence  of 
fuch  a  danger  "was  capable  of  being  fubmitted 
either  to  the  Houfe  or  to  a  Secret  Committee ; 
and  of  its  exiftence  without  fuch  evidence,  no 
man  could  think  it  becoming  for  fuch  a  body  as 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  declare  their  behef. 

If  therefore  the  Addrefs  was  to  be  founded  upor; 
either  of  the  fuppolitions  above  dated,  a  previous 
enquiry  was  abfolutely  neceflliry.  But  there  were 
fome  whofe  apprehenlions  were  directed  not  fo 
much  to  any  infurrections,  either  adlually  exifting. 
or  immediately  impending,  as  to  the  progrefs  of 
what  are  called  French  opinions,  propagated  (as 
is  fuppofed)  with  induftry,  and  encouraged  by 
fuccefs;  and  to  the  mifchiefs  which  might  in  fu- 
ture time  arife  from  the  fpirit  of  difobedience  and 
diforder,  which  thefe  doctrines  are  calculated  to, 
infpirc.  This  danger,  they  faid,  was  too  notorious 
to  require  proof;  its  reality  could  better  be  afcer- 
taincd  by  the  feparatc  obfervations  of  individual 
members,  than  by  any  proceeding  which  the 
Houfe  could  inftitute  in  its  collective  capacity ; 
and  upon  this  ground,  therefore,  the  Addrefs 
might  be  fafely  voted,  without  any  previous  en- 
quiry. 

To 
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To  bnve  laid  any  i^muncl  for  approving  with- 
out examination,  was  a  great  point  gained  tor 
thole  wiio  wifhcd  to  applaud  the  conduct  ot"  Ad- 
niinil'tration  ;  but  in  this  iiii\ai;ce  I  fear  the  foun- 
dation has  been  laid,  without  due  regard  to  the 
nature  c^f  the  fuperflructure,  whicli  it  is  intend- 
ed to  fupport  ;  for,  if  the  danger  confift  in  falfe 
but  feducing  theories,  and  our  apprehenfions  be 
concerning  what  fuch  theories  may  in  proccfs  of 
time  produce,  to  fuch  an  evil  it  is  dillicult  to  con- 
ceive how  any  of  the  meafurcs  which  have  been 
purfued  are  in  any  degree  applicable.  Opinions 
nuifi:  liave  taken  tlic  Hiape  of  overt  ads,  before 
they  can  be  refilled  by  the  fortifications  in  the 
Tower  ;  and  the  fudden  embodying  of  the  militia 
ynd  the  drawing  of  the  regujar  troops  to  the  ca- 
pital, feem  to  me  meafures  calculated  to  meet  an 
Immediate  not  a  dillant  mifchief. 

Imprefled  with  thefe  ideas,  I  could  no  more 
vote  upon  this  lall  vague  reafon,  than  upon  thofe 
of  a  more  definite  nature;  fince,  if  in  one  cafe 
the  premifes  xanted  proof,  in  tlie  other,  where 
proof  wa>>  laid  to  be  fuperfluous,  the  conclufion 
was  not  jufl.  If  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  thought 
dlifcrcntly  from  me,  and  ifthi^  laft  ground  of  ge- 
neral apprehcnfion  of  future  evils  (the  only  one 
of  all  that  were  Ihited,  upon  wliich  it  could, 
with  any  colour  of  realon,  be  pretended  that  evi- 
B  i|  deuce 
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deftce  was  not  both  practicable  and  necefla:y), 
appeared  to  them  to  juftify  the  meaftires  of  Go- 
vernment; then  I  fay  they  ought  to  have  decla- 
red explicitly  the  true  meaning  of  their  vote,  and 
either  to  have  difclaimed  diflinftly  any  belief  in 
thofe  impending  tumults  and  infurredions,  which 
had  filled  the  minds  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  our 
fellow  fubjects  with  the  mofl  anxious  apprehenfions ; 
or  to  have  commenced  an  enquiry  concerning 
them,  the  refult  of  which  would  have  enabled  the 
Houfe  to  lay  before  the  public  a  true  and  authentic 
ftate  of  the  nation,  to  put  us  upon  our  guard  a- 
gainft  real  perils,  and  to  diilipate  chimerical 
alarms. 

I  am  aware  that  there  were  fome  perfons  who 
thought  thatto  be  upon  our  guard  was  fo  much  our 
firft  intereft,  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  that 
even  to  conceal  the  truth  was  lefs  mifchievous 
than  to  drminifli  the  public  terror.  They  dreaded 
inquiry,  left  it  fliould  produce  light ;  they  felt  lb 
flrongly  the  advantage  of  obfcurity  in  infpiring 
terror,  that  they  overlooked  its  other  property  of 
caufing  real  peril.  They  werefoalive  to  thedangers 
belonging  to  falfe  fecurity ,  that  they  were  infenfible 
to  thofe  ariling  from  groundlefs  alarms. — In  thiis 
frame  of  mind  they  might  for  a  moment  forget 
that  integrity  and  lincerity  which  ought  ever  to  be 
thecharacleriuicvirtuesof  a  Britifli  Houfe  of  Com- 
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uiDiis  ;  and  wliile  they  were  compelled  to  admit 
that  the  Houfe  could  not,  w  ithout  inquiry,  profelli 
n^  belict'ot'  dangers,  uhich  (if  true)  might  he  fub- 
iUintiatcd  by  evidence,  they  might  neverthelels 
be  unwilling  that  the  llilutary  alarm  (tor  fuch  they 
deemed  it)  arillng  tVom  thel'e  Uippofed  dangers  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  fliould  be  wholly  tiuiet- 
ed.  What  they  did  not  thcmfelves  credit,  they 
nnght  wilh  to  be  believed  by  others.  Dangers, 
which  they  conlidered  as  dillant,  they  were  not 
difplealed  that  the  public  ihould  fuppofe  near,  in 
order  to  eAcite  more  virarous  exertions. 


To  theie  l\  ilems  ot  crooked  policy  and  pious 
fiaud  1  have  alwavb  entertained  a  kind  of  inlliui:- 
tlve  and  invincible  repugnance  ;  and,  if  1  had 
nothing  ell'e  to  advance  in  defence  of  my  conduct 
but  ih'is  feeling,  of  which  I  cannot  divell  myl'cli", 
I  lliould  be  fur  from  fearing  your  difpleailire  But 
are  there,  in  truth,  no  e\  ils  in  a  fahe  alarm,  be- 
lidesthe  dhgrace  attending  thole  v.  ho  are  concern- 
ed in  prupag.iting  it :'  Is  it  iKjthing  to  deflroy 
p:j?.ce,  liaiinony,  and  confidence,  among  all  ranki; 
ofciti/icns:  Is  it  nothing  to  gl\c  a  general  cie- 
dit  and  cuunrcnancc  to  lulpicinn-),  which  every 
man  may  p;ai;t  a^  Iih  worll  pallions  incline  him? 
In  Inch  a  flate,  ;:11  pi.litioal  anifu^jfitie^  are  inl]a;:i 
«\1,  W'c  ci.niwimd  the  miitakeii  fpcculatill  witii 
•h'.'  drlpv-iatu  Hicendiary.      \Vc  extend    the.    j):i-- 
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judices  which  we  have  conceived  againll  individu- 
als to  the  political  party  or  even  to  the  religiou? 
fed  of  which  they  are  members.  In  this  fpirit 
a  Judge  declared  from  the  bench,  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury, that  poifoning  was  a  Popifh  trick,  and  I 
ihould  not  be  furprifcd  if  Bifhops  were  now  to  preach 
from  the  pulpit  that  fedition  is  a  Prefbyterian  or  a 
Unitarian  vice.  Thofe  who  differ  from  us  in  their 
ideas  of  the  conftitution,  in  this  paroxjfm  of  a- 
larm,  wc  confider  as  confederated  to  deilroy  it. 
Forbearance  and  toleration  have  no  place  in  our 
minds;  for  who  can  tolerate  opinions,  which,  ac- 
cording to  what  the  deluders  teach,  and  rage  and 
fear  inchne  the  deluded  to  believe,  attack  our 
Lives,  our  Properties,  and  our  Religion  ? 

This  fituation  I  thought  it  my  duty,  if  poffible, 
to  avert,  by  promoting  an  inquiry.  By  this  mea- 
fure  the  guilty,  if  fuch  there  are,  would  not  have 
been  detected,  and  the  innocent  liberated  from 
fufpicion. 

My  propofal  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority. 
I  differ  with  all  due  relped  to  their  opinion,  but 
retain  my  own. 

My  next  motion  was  for  the  infertion  of  the 
following  words  into  the  Addrcfs : —  "  Trufling 
*'  your  Majefty  will  employ  every  means  of  ne- 

"  gociatiorit 
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^-  gociiiLion,  cunfillcnt  witii  tlie  lionour  and  fafe- 
•'  ty  of  this  country,  to  avert  the  calamities  of 
"   \vai." 

My  motive  in  this  iiillancc  is  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire explanation  ;  and  1  tiiink  it  the  Icfs  neccf- 
lary  to  dwell  much  on  this,  fubjecl,  bccaufe  with  re- 
ipecl  to  the  dcllrablenefs  or' peace  at  all  times,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  prclent,  1  have  reafon  to 
believe  that  your  J'entimcnts  do  not  ditier  from 
mine.  If  \\c  looked  to  the  rountiy  where  tho 
i-auTe  of  wdT  was  laid  principally  to  originate,  the 
fituationof  tlic  United  Provinces  appeared  to  me  to 
turniih  abundance  of  prudential  arguments  in  fa- 
vour of  peace.  If  we  looked  to  Ireland,  I  faw  no- 
thing there  that  would  not  difcourage  a  wife  ftatcf- 
man  from  putting  the  connexion  between  the  two 
kingdoms  to  any  unnecellary  hazard.  At  home, 
if  it  be  true  that  there  are  feeds  of  difcontent,  war 
!s  the  hot-bed  in  which  thefe  feeds  will  fooned 
vegetate;  and  of  all  wars,  in  this  point  of  view, 
rhat  war  i.^  moll  to  be  dreaded,  in  the  caufe  of 
which  Kings  may  be  fuppofcd  to  be  more  concern- 
ed than  their  fubjeds. 

1  wiflied,  tiicrcforc,  moll  earncrtly  for  peace  ;  and 
experience  had  taught  me,  that  the  voice  even  of 
a  Minority  in  the  Houfc  of  Conmion<;,  might  not 
be  wholly  without  clfecl,  in  dctcrrmg  the  King's 
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Miniflers  from  irrational  projects  of  war.  Even 
upon  this  occafion,  if  I  had  been  more  fupported, 
I  am  perfuaded  ourchanceof  preferving  the  blef- 
lings  of  peace  would  be  better  than  it  appears  to 
be  at  prefent. 

I  come  now  to  my  third  motion,  "  That  an 
*'  humble  ad drefs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty; 
*"  that  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafcd  to  give 
*'  diredions,  that  a  Minifter  may  be  fent  to  Paris, 
"  to  treat  with  thofe  perfons  who  exercife  provi- 
*'  lionally  the  fundions  of  executive  government 
*''  in  France,  touching  fuch  points  as  may  be  in 
"  difcuffion  between  his  Majefty  and  his  Alhes 
"  and  the  French  nation;"  which,  if  I  am  right- 
ly informed,  is  that  which  has  been  moft  general- 
ly difapproved.  It  was  made  upon  mature  confi- 
deration,  after  much  deliberation  with  myfelf,  and 
much  confultation  with  others ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  various  mifreprefentationsof  my  motives  in 
making  it,  and  the  mifconceptions  of  its  tendency, 
which  have  prepoiTefTed  many  againft  it,  I  cannot 
repent  of  an  acl,  which,  if  I  had  omitted,  I  fliould 
think  myfelf  deficient  in  the  duty  which  I  owe  to 
you,  and  to  my  country  at  large. 

The  motives  which  urged  me  to  make  it  were^ 
the  fame  defire  of  peace  which  actuated  me  in 
the  former  motion,  if  it  could  be  prefcvred  on  ho- 
nourable 
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'!i.-ui.i(,lc  tt-nii*.,  and  if  this  were  polfible,  an  aiixi- 
^.Ll^  Willi  tli;tt  the  pMuuiiJs  of  war  might  be  jutl, 
vle.ir,    and  intclhnble. 

if  \\r  (ir  our  ;i11y  have  i'ullercd  injary  eir  infult, 
if  \h"  iiuKpL  luU-ncT  o\'  I'.urrijH'  be  menaced  by  in- 
oiJin  I'e  ;iiid  I'ucccl'-hilambition,  I  know  no  means 
pf  prcfervip^-  peace  i)ut  by  obtainiiic^  reparation 
ior  the  injury,  lati^'atlion  ['ov  tlie  infult,  or  fecu- 
ri'y  a:\iinll  ttie  defign,  which  we  apprehend;  and 
1  kn;j"A  no  inean^  iTt'ohtaininL';  any  c^fthefe  ob)ei?ls 
but  by  add:e!ling  ourfclves  to  the  Power  of  whom 
wc  c-omplain. 

Tf  th?  exelufive  navigation  of  tlic  Scheldt,  oi 
tuy  other  ri.iht  belonging  to  the  States  General, 
h,ti  been  invaded,  the  French  Executive  Council 

are  the  invader^,  and  of  them  wc  mull  afk  re- 
dicl's.  If  the  rightsol  neutral  nations  have  been  at- 
!atkeJb\  the  decree  oi  the  ir)th  ot  November, 
the  Natii'Ual  Conventicjn  of  I'rancc  have  attack- 
ed them,  and  fnjm  that  (anivention,  through  the 
organ  by  which  they  Ipcak  to  foreign  courts  and 
nation^;,  their  Miniflcr  for  fureign  aifairs.  we 
mufi  demand  explanation,  difavo\val,or  fuch  other 
latibta.;tion  a^  the  (ale  may  require.  If  the  man- 
ner in  \shic  h  the  lame  C'onvention  have  rei  ei\'ed 
wild  anl'.vered  loiiie  ot  our  countrvmen,  who  have 
MtldK'dcd  them,   be  th()U;^ht  worthy  notice,    pre- 

(-'  cileU 
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clfely  of  the  fame  perfons,  and  in  the  fame  manner^ 
mufl  we  demand  fatisfadion  upon  that  head  alfo. 
If  the  fecurity  of  Europe,  by  any  conquefts  made 
or  comprehended,  be  endangered  to  fuch  a  degree 
as  to  warrant  us,  on  the  principles  as  well  of  juf- 
tice  as  of  policy,  to  enforce  by  arms  a  reftitution  of 
conquefts  already  made,  or  a  renunciation  of  fuch 
as  may  have  been  proje6lcd,  from  the  Executive 
Power  of  France,  in  this  inftance  again,  muft  we 
afkfuch  reftitution,  or  fuch  renunciation, 

Howall,oranyofthefe  objedis  could  be  attained, 
but  by  negotiation,  carried  on  by  authorifed  Mini- 
fters,  I  could  not  conceive.  I  knew  indeed  that 
there  were  fome  perfons  whofe  notions  of  dignity 
were  far  different  from  mine,  and  who,  in  that  point 
of  view,  would  have  preferred  a  clandeftine,  to  an 
avowed  negotiation  ;  but"  I  confefs  I  thought  this 
mode  of  proceeding  neither  honourable  nor  fafe  ; 
and,  with  regard  to  fome  of  our  complaints,  whol- 
ly impraclicable. Not  honourable,  becaufe,  to 

feek  private  and  circuitous  channels  of  communi- 
cation, feems  to  fuit  the  conduct,  rather  of  fuch 
as  fue  for  a  favour,  than  of  a  great  nation,  which 
demands  fatisfaction.  Not  fare,  becaufe  neitlier 
a  djEclaration  from  an  unauthorifed  agent,  nor  a 
mere  gratuitous  repeal  of  the  decrees  complained 
of,  (and  what  more  could  fuch  a  negotiation  aim 
at  ?)  would  afford  any  fecurity  againft  the  revival 

of 
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«,r'  the  i;laims  whicii  T.-e  oppofc  ;  and,  lailty, 
jniprudicable  with  refpccl  to  that  p;irt  of  the 
qucftiuii,  which  regaals  the  fecurity  of  Mur. )pc*, 
bc(  aiilc  Uith  iccuiity  coukl  not  he  provided  for  by 
the  repeal  of  a  tlccree,  or  any  tlfinu;  that  mi,^ht  be 
the  refiilt  of  a  private  negotiation,  but  could  only 
be  obt:iined  by  a  formal  treaty  to  wliicli  tlie  exill- 
iugh'rcnch  government  miul  ot  neccdity  be  a  par- 
tv?  and  I  know  no  means  by  which  it  can  be- 
come, a  party  to  fuch  a  irccity,  "»r  to  any  treaty  at. 
all ;  but  bv  a  minitlcr  publicly  authoriled,  anci  pub- 
licly received.  Upon  thele  grounds  and  with  tbele 
\iews,  a-^  a  lincere  iriend  to  tlie  peace,  I  tb.ought 
it  my  duty  to  fuggcll,  what  aj)pearcd  to  me,  on 
every  fuppolition,  the  moll  eligible,  and  if  cer- 
t;iin  points  were  to  be  infiftedupon,  the  only  means 
of  preferving  that  invaluable  blelling. 

Hut  I  had  (till  a  further  motive  :  ;md  if  peace 
c./idd  n(.it  be  prelcrveil,  I  conltdereil  the  UiCalure 
\^illch  I  recommended  as  higlily  ulet"ul  in  another 
j)'iint  of  \iew.  To  declare  war,  is,  by  the  condi- 
tution,  the  j)rerogative  of  the  King;  but  to  grunt 
or  with  hold  the  means  of  carr} mg  it  f-n,  is  (bv  the 
fame  conllilution)  the  privilege  ox  the  Peo[)le, 
through  their  Ueprefentati\  es  ;  and  upon  ihe  peo- 
ple at  large,  by  a  law  paramount  to  all  (^iMillitu- 
tii.n-  —  the  Law  of  Nature  and  Xeccflirv,  nniil  tall 
ilic  burdens  and  ludcrmgs,  which  arc  the  t.)0  lure 
r,    2  ancnd-.mf: 
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attendants  upon  that  calamity.     It  feems  there- 
fore reafonable  that  they,  who  are  to  pay,  and  to 
fuffer,  fhould  be  diftinaiy  informed  o,f  the  objecV 
for  which  war  is  m.ade,  and  I  conceived  nothing 
would  tend  to  this  information  fo  much  as  an  a- 
vowed  negotiation  :    becaufe  from  the   refult  of 
fuch  a  negotiation,  and  by  no  other  means,  could 
we,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,   learn  how  far 
the  French  were  willing  to  fatisfy  us  in  all,  or  a- 
ny  of  the  points,  which  have  been  publicly  held 
forth  as  the   grounds  of  complaint  againft  them.— ■ 
If  in  one  of  thefe  any  fatisfadory  explanations  were 
given,  we  fliould  all  admit,  provided  our  original 
grounds  of  complaint  were  juil,  that  the  war  would 
be  fo  too  : — in  fome — we  fliou'd  know  the  fpecific 
Subjects  upon  which  fatisfaclion  was  refufed,  and 
have  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  or  not 
they  were  a  rational  ground  of  difpute: — if  in  all — > 
and  a  rupture  were  neverthelefs  to  take  place,  we 
Ihould  know  that  the  public  pretences  were  not 
the  real  caufes  of  the  war. 

In  the  lail  cafe  which  I  have  put,  I  /liould  hope 
there  is  too  much  fpirit  in  the  people  of  Great 
Britian,  to  fubmit  to  take  a  part  in  a  proceeding 
founded  on  deceit ;  and  in  either  of  the  others, 
whether  our  caufe  were  weak  or  ftrong,  we  fnould 
at  all  events  efcapc  that  laft  of  infamies,  the  fuf- 
picion  of  being  a  party  to  the  Duke  of  Erunlwick's 

Manife  floes"*. 
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.Minifcllot's*.  lull  this  i^  not  ull.  Having  ulrcr- 
r.iincci  the  prccifc  cuulc  c»t  \v;ir,  \vc*  llioultl  Irani 
thv'  true  rracl  t.)  peace;  and  iftlic  caulc  !o  afccr- 
tained  apjK'arcd  aaetjuate,  tlicn  \vc  lliuuld  look  lor 
peace  tiirou^'.i  war,  l)_v  \it;o!(ui>  exertions  and  libe- 
ral kipplies;  ir  inadequate,  the  Cionllitutic-n  would 
fi.ni:il!i  u>  abundance  ui'  inean^,  a-:,  well  throui^h 
our  rrprcfcntatiNe^,  as  by  our  undi)ubtcd  rii^iit  to 
jT^tiiion  King  and  i^ailiaaient,  of  imprclling  hi^ 
MajeflvN  Miniilers  witii  I'entinients  Innilar  to  our 
own,  and  ui  eni;a,L'"ing  them  to  conipionure,  or  if 
r.ceeii'arv,  to  relincjuiHi  an  objeel,  in  which  \vc 
did  not.  tecl  interefl  tulTicient  to  conipcnlate  to 
u^  rl>i-  the  calanntie^  and  ha/.urd  of  a  war. 


'I'o  thcle  reafoninG,^  it  appeared  to  nie  tliat  they 
ciiiy  could  object  with  Confulency,  who  would  go 

to 

*  1  li.ivc  hc'.rd  tliat  t'lC  Mr/.'/ift-nofs  arc  not  to  In-  conliJcr- 
ij  .i"-  i;;c  .!ct-  uf  liic  lll^iiriiius  I'lincc  whole  ii.iitic  1  li.ivc 
;.ic  r.tiuncd,  ..:ul  l'i.,it  tlu-  rn:(.-.:ts  coiU.iIikh!  m  them  were  never 
r.;'.;;r.t  !■)  !;c  c.iriicj  ir.to  txccutiiju.  1  hear  with  'f^rCAl  latls- 
i^otiun  wh.itfvcr  tiiuls  to  [inlliatc  tlie  Munifclloes  thenilclvcs  i 
i'.nJ  with  li:il  more  ;iri_v  tb.inj;  lliut  ter.ds  to  Jilconutcl  th.cm 
fioin  the  :i;'.n;e  whicli  is -.iih.xed  to  them,  Ikcumc  the  ,f;rc.!t  a- 
Lnilni  (t  ;!:•■  jcOwfi  in  '^u(ltio:i,  Hm  c\tr.ti'rii)ii.iry  ivillniitrv, 
?.r.d  ii^wTf  a'.l,  hi',  mi'.d  ar.d  [atcrnal  government  of  his  il:b- 
ii.ls  h.ivt  h,r:;  lin.e  imprcn!.d  m.e  with  th.c  lni;hc'd  refj'e.-i 
foi   lii^  (h,iia,'^;i  -,    and  iipfU    this    ac;  outU    it  rave    mc    murl: 


( .";nrern    w  'irn 


h.eard 


;t  he    was   en. 


■ed  ri  .'.n  t  iite:  pri  [r 


where,   aLCLuiirvT  to   my  ideas,   true    gh';v  could  not    he    ar 
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io  war  with  France  on  account  of  internal  con- 
cerns ;  and  who  would  confider  the  re-eflabhfh- 
ment  of  the  old,  or  at  leafl  fomc  other  form  of 
government,  as  the  fair  objed  of  the  contefl.  Such 
pcrfons  might  reafonably  enough  argue,  that  with 
thofe  whom  they  are  determined  to  deftroy,  it  is 
lifelefs  to  treat. 

To  arguements  of  this  nature,  however,  I  paid 
little  attention;  becaufe  the  eccentric  opinion 
upon  which  they  are  founded  was  exprefsly  dif~ 
avowed,  both  in  the  King's  Speech  and  in  the 
Addrefles  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament :  and 
it  was  an  additional  motive  with  me  for  making 
my  motion,  that,  if  fairly  debated,  it  might  be 
the  occafion  of  bringing  into  free  difcuffion  that 
opinion,  and  of  feparating  more  diftinclly  thofe 
who  maintained  and  acled  upon  it  from  others, 
who  from  different  motives  (whatever  they  might 
be)  were  diiinclined  to  my  propofal. 

But  if  the  objeciions  of  the  violent  party  ap- 
peared to  me  extravagant,  thofe  of  the  more  mo- 
derate feemed  W'holly  unintelligible.  Would  they 
make  and  continue  war,  till  they  can  force  France 
to  a  couiitcr-revokition  ?  No;  this  they  difclaim. 
What  then  is  to  be  the  termination  of  the  w'ar  to 
which  they  would  excite  us  ?  I  anfvver  confidently, 
that  it  can  be  no  other  than  a  negotiation,  upon 

thfe 
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the  lame  principles  and  with  the  lame  men  fis 
that  whicli  I  recommend.  1  lay  the  lame  princi- 
ples, becaufc  after  war  peace  cannot  be  obtaineil 
but  l)y  treaty,  and  treaty  necellarily  imphes  the 
independency  of  the  ci»ntracling  parties.  J  lay 
the  fame  men,  becaufe,  though  they  may  bcj 
chani.;;ed  beh )re  the  happy  hour  <if  reconcihation 
urrues,  yet  that  change,  upon  the  principles  a- 
bovc  Hated,  wcuild  be  merely  accidental,  and  ia 
no  wife  a  neceffary  preliminary  to  peace  :  for  I 
cannot  fuppc/le  that  tliey  wlio  dilclaim  making 
war  /':./■  a  cliange,  would  yet  tiiink  it  right  to 
L^ntmue  it /;'// a  change  ;  or,  in  other  word>,  tiiat 
tlie  blood  and  treafurc  of  this  country  fliould  be 
expended  in  a  hope  that — not  our  ellbrts — but 
lime  and  chance  may  produce  a  new  government 
in  France,  \rith  which  it  would  be  more  agreeable 
to  our  Miniileri  to  ncgotia.te  than  with  the  prcfenl. 
And  it  is  further  to  be  obfervcd,  that  the  nccclllty 
of  filch  a  r.cgotlatiwn  -Aill  not  in  any  degree  de- 
pend upon  the  lucccis  oi  our  arms,  hncc  the  re - 
cipr'xjal  recogmiion  of  the  mdependcnoy  of  con- 
tracting parties  i:j  C(jua!ly  necelfary  to  thufe  wXv.j 
cxarl  and  i  hole  who  oiler  1  icriliccs  for  the  ]")ur- 
pole  of  peace.  I  torbear  t<j  ])ut  the  (  a\c  i)f  iil  iwv - 
cefs,  bec.iufcto  contemplate  the  lituation  to  wliii.h 
we,  and  tlpccially  oar  al'y,  might  in  Jucli  an 
e\c-nt  bi-  jilaccd,  is  a  talk  too  p.oniul  t*;  be  uii- 
i'crlakcn  Init  ni  a  ca;e  ol  thr  lad.   uci^cility.      i.ti 

v.- 


r  24  ] 

us  fnppofe  therefore  the  Ikill  and  gallantry  of  our 
failors  and  foldicrs  to  be  crowned  with  a  feries  of 
uninterrupted  vi6lories,  and  thofe  victories  to  lead  us 
to  the  legitimate  objed;  of  a  juft  war,  a  fafe  and  ho- 
liourable  peace.  The  terms  of  fuch  a  peace  (I  am 
fuppofing  that  Great  Brtairi  is  to  dictate  them)  may 
coniift  in  Hitisfaction,  reftitution,  or  even  by  way  of 
indemnity  to  us  or  to  others,  in  ceffion  of  territory 
on  ttic  part  of  France.  Now  that  fuch  fatisfac- 
tion  may  be  honourable,  it  mult  be  made  by  aii 
avowed  Miniftcr  ;  that  fuch  reftitution  or  ceffion 
may  be  fafe  or  honourable,  they  muft  be  made 
by  an  independent  power,  competent  to  makfc 
them.  And  thus  oUr  very  fuccciles  and  vic- 
tories will  necelfarily  lead  us  to  that  meafure  of 
negotiation  and  recognition,  which,  from  the  dif- 
torted  lliape  in  which  paffion  and  prejudice  re- 
prefent  objects  to  the  mind  of  man,  has  by  fome 
been  coniidered  as  an  a6t  of  humiliation  and  a- 
bafement. 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  there  are  fome  who 
think  my  motion  unexceptionable  enough  in  it- 
felf,  but  ill-timed.  The  time  was  not  in  my 
choice.  1  had  no  opportunity  of  making  it  foon- 
er;  and,  with  a  view  to  its  operation  refpecTiing 
peace,  I  could  not  delay  it.  To  me,  who  think 
that  public  intercourfe  with  France,  except  du- 
ring actual  war,  ought  always  to  fubfill,  the  firlt 

orcHlion 
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occ.ifion  that  prefciuej  itlclt",  after  the  mtenup- 
tu)ii  ot  tliat  intrrcoiulc,  fcerned  of  couiic  the  pro- 
per moment  for  prclling  its  renewal.  But  let  us 
examine  the  objerlions  upon  tfiis  head  of  Time  in 
detail.  They  appeared  to  mc  to  be  principally 
iour 

111.  That  by  fending  a  Miniiler  to  I'aris  at  that 
period,  we  Ihould  give  lo!ne  countenance  to  a 
proceeding*,  nioll  unaiiimoully,  and  moll  jullly 
vcprobiited,  in  every  country  of  Europe. 

To  this  objection  1  need  not,  I  think,  give  any 
other  anfwer,  than  that  it  rells  upon  an  opinion 
that  by  fending  a  nfmiller  we  pay  fome  compli- 
ment, implying  approbation,  to  the  prince  (^r  IVate 
to  V,  horn  we  fend  him;  an  opinion  which,  for  the 
honnu'  ot  this  ctnmtry,  1  mull  hope  to  be  whollv 
.  rroneou^.  We  had  a  Miniiler  at  Verfiilles,  when 
C'orlica  wa^  bought  and  enllaved.  W'c  had  Mini- 
J)  llcr. 

*  Since  this  \v;'.<i  wiittcp.,  \vc  li;i\c.  k-arncc!  the  f;iJ  cnt;\r~ 
f'>iphc  c'  t'l'c  rrc'Cf  r.ii:!;;  to  wlucli  I  .ilUulcJ.  Thole,  hosNcvcr 
^•■l^)  'ttl  t'lc  tucc  nt  my  .ii  .rv.nunt,  \m11  pt-rccive  tluit  it  i^  i'loi 
.il  :i'.l  inriiiifti  liv  thi>  rcvwhlnr;  u>:l  ot  cruelty  and  iiijurtice. 
IiniccJ,  i;  L  were  i:i(l:ii<\i  tu  tic  :iny  collr^^C^i(>Il  between  the 
two  l:.l'ic:;->,  I  '.l.oi.'il  r.ttlur  tcil  :idJitioiial  icpjet  {')r  the 
r.-LvtU-Mi  ut  -t  motion  wliuli  ,";\^ '■;  hjvc  .(tlouleci  one  th-aiice 
inoic  ijf  ]  ;t  \rr.;ir,',;  ,in  nol  .oniMiuiii;  \%}iieh  (out  ot  I'r.iixcy 
I  -AiU  \'  i.l,:rv  to  .i:l:rr;  ih '.I  then.  !■.  r.  :l  thro'i.^h'jLit  hjir/.e  o:c 
<:    ^''  ;n\  '.t    \<.'\  c 
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iters  at  tlie  German  courts,  at  the  time  of  the  in^ 
famous  partition  of  Poland.  We  have  generally 
a  rcfident  Conful,  who  ads  as  a  Minifter  to  the 
piratical  republic  of  Algiers ;  and  we  have  more 
than  once  fent  embaffies  to  Emperors  of  JNIorocco-' 
reeking  from  the  blood  through  which,  by  the  mur- 
der of  their  neareft  relations,  they  had  w-aded  to 
their  thrones.  In  none  of  thefe  inilances  was  any 
fanclion  given  by  Great  Britain  to  the  tranfaclions 
by  whicli  power  had  been  acquired,  or  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  had  been  exercifcd. 

2dly.  That  a  recognition  might  more  properly 
take  place  at  the  end,  and  as  the  refult  of  a  pri- 
vate communication,  and  (in  the  phrafe  ufed  up- 
on a  former  occafion)  as  the  price  of  peace,  than 
gratuitoufly  at  the  outfet  of  negotiation. 

I  cannot  help  fufpeciing,  that  they  vdio  urge 
this  objeclion  have  confounded  the  prefent  cafe 
with  the  quefcion,  formerly  fo  much  agitated,  of  xV- 
merican  Independence,  In  this  view  they  appear 
to  me  wholly  dilTimilar — I  pray  to  G(;d  that,  in 
a!l  other  rcfpecls,  they  may  prove  equally  fo.  To 
recognize  the  Thntcen  Sr.atcs,  was  in  ciTecl  to 
withciravv  a  claini  of  our  own,  and  it  might  fairly 
enough  be  argued  that  we  were  entitl?d  to  tome 
price  or  compenfation  for  fuch  a  facrifice.  .Kvcn. 
upon  that  occaliun,  I  was  of  opinion  that  a  giatui- 

tous 
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!:uL'jn;iuiciice  w.i^  m  )il  cnurKMMUt  t  .(liic  p;  i;;  ip'r^ 
'  l"  ni:i2;naniniiry  and  i-'ilicy  ;  biit  m  Uiin  :ii:';p.'.r 
\\"c  Iia\-LMio  I'ucritlce  toiii.ike,  Iwrwc  Iiiivl-  iMtiai:^. ; 
and  tl)e  rrrii'oM-  fi)r  w  hicli  the  I'rcnch  iiuill  wi.ii 
an  a\  t)\',Lj  u!lk  lal  inicrcaiVirk-,  c.iii  b'j  only  iiuli 
a.N  apjilv  ci[iuillv  to  tlicimitiial  iiitcrcll  ot'hoth  ii  i- 
n  )i;-.  hv  ;'-i]<M\!in;;'  inii'i'  u!]L\'l'aal  IH^.Mil^  oi  prc- 
•,  L'titiiii:;  r:iilL-imlcrilaiuli!i;^-S  a.iul  Icciiri!!^^  p.-.icc. 


I  woulvl  lartlicT  i\coniiiie!Kl  to  \]\'^[c  who  ])rc[< 
^iu  (ib;c.  M. ai,  tt")  (  onfulcr  whether,  if  rccLi;:!!::  jii 
l/'j  i-f:;l!y  ;;  l;u-ritu:eon  our  pjit,  the  Miiiillry  ha\e 
)i  it  a.lr' a.!v  iiiade  that  lacnticc  bv  coniinuiii'T; 
I.,  a^ !  up..ui  t!iv"  cMinincrcial  trca.tN"  a-,  a  treaty  ilill 
ill  lorej.  l'\ery  central,.!  in;i!l  ]):-  at  an  cnvl  when 
I  lie  (."ntraelin;;  p;M-ties  have  no  la);-;er  anv  c\i,l - 
enc  e  eitheer  in  tihjirown  [K:ii..>n.  (_u-  bv  their  repre- 
!lntati\-e.  AUvT  ;  ::e  tcnih  dl' An  m:!1  th  •  ji  ihti 
i.  al  e  -odei..  e  <  <[  Ivmis  \  \'  I .  who  \\  a^  the  c.  :;>i  rait  ■ 
or.''  p  '. rl s  :i;  iiee  treat  n  o;  e-jin, :iea'ee,  \>,  ,e,  ri ■; unlet oK' 
,nni!hihiL(\l.  Tlie  onl_\  (jn.lli'n  liierei'ae  !-, 
VV'heliirr  t!ie  l'.xeeu*:\  e  (Council  >•(  I'l.ni.e  diJ 
e'rcliclmt  r.  pre;.;nt  the  jv'itie.i!  p)\'.erij  inin: 
hih.ftil:       It'   we    ia\    lhe\    ih.i    net,    I  he  eonLr;u  1- 


n.otv    li..^   !i 


:niN     iv..l,;i,  .A    exnlen 


itlier  ni  tii-^  i)ial.)n  .>r  t)v  renrL-ientaU^ei,   ...\A    IM 


I     •  I ,  . 


;  I .  ,i*\    he  (  onK->  null  and  \  >,  ;. 
'  ::>'n  '.'.  e  h  i\  r  ;u  tna!'\'  ;:c  hn 

I)  1 


:.:\   ;  );e%-  (.11  J. 
them  a.    :.- 
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prefentativcs,  (for  the  time  at  lead)  of  what  was 
the  Executive  Government  in  France.  In  this 
charader  alone  do  they  claim  to  be  acknowled- 
ged, fmce  their  very  ftyle  defcribes  them  as  a  Pro- 
vifional  Executive  Council  and  nothing  elfe.  If 
we  would  preferve  our  treaty  we  could  not  do  lefs ; 
by  fending  a  Minifter  we  fhould  not  do  more*. 

3dly.  That  our  Ambafllidor  having  been  re- 
called, and  no  Britiili  Minifter  having  refided  at 
Paris,  while  the  condud  of  the  French  was  inof- 
fenfive  with  refped  to  us  and  our  ally,  it  would 
be  mortifying  to  fend  one  thither,  juft  at  the  time 
when  they  began  to  give  us  caufe  of  complaint. 

Mortifying  td  whom?  Not  certainly  to  the 
Houfe  of  Cemmons,  who  were  not  a  party  to  the 
recall  of  Lord  Gower,  and  who,  if  my  advice 
^vere  followed,  would  lox^e  no  time  in  replacing 
him.     To  the  Minifters  poffiblyi;  and  if  fo,  it 

ought 

*  If  my  argument  Is  fausfaaory,  I  have  proved  tKat  we  have 
recognlfcd  the  Executive  Council  ;  and  it  Is  notorious,  that 
through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Chauvelln  we  have  negotiated  with 
them.  But  although  we  have  both  negotiated  and  recognl- 
Izd,  it  would  be  diaionourable,  It  feems,  to  negotiate  In  fuch 
a  manner  a»  to  imply  recognition.  How  nice  are  the  points 
upon  which  great  l^"/inej^s  turn  '.  how  remote  from  vulgar  ap- 

prehcnfion. 

f  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  mortifying  even  tothera, 
becaufc  in  confequcnce  of  the  difcuOlons  which  had  arifen,  a 
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oughf  to  he  a  warning  tcjthc  IIuulo.  tli.it  ii  la..iiIJ 
not,  bv  ading  like  the  ^IlninL■l"^.  loir  tlir  jiiojvr, 
that  i-,  the  full  opportunity,  and  thcrchy  throw 
extrinllc  ditllciiltics  of  its  o\vi>  creation  in  the  way 
i)t"  a  nieafure,  in  itfclf  wile  and  lalutary. 

4thlv.  Tiiat  by  acVmg  in  the  manner  propulcd 
we  might  give  giound  of  oilence  to  thote  powers 
witii  whom,  in  cal'e  of  war,  it  might  be  pruder.t 
to  form  cunnrciion  and  alliance, 

Thh  objerlion  reciuire^  examination.  I>  it  meant 
ihit  our  treating  with  l-'rance  in  it^  prelent  Ibite 
will  otl'cntl  the  Crerman  Powers,  by  fliewingthem 
that  iiwv  ground  ot'{]uarrel  is  dilTerent  tVom  theirs. 
Il'thi^  be  ll),  and  if  we  adhere  to  the  principles 
which  we  have  publicly  Hated,  I  am  afraid  wc 
mull  either  oirei:id  or  deceise.  and  in  facli  an  ai- 
t:!rnativc  1  trull  the  option  is  not  dllhcult. 


Ir  It  be  laid,  that  thiuigh  our  original  grounJ-j 
lit  (juarrel  were  dillerent,  >et  we  ii-uv,  in  return 
tor  the  cud  they  may  alVurd  u^  in  obtaining  our 
obiev^l-,  alllil  them  m  theirs  of  a  counter- revolu- 
t!(<n.  and  enter  into  an  off^nfive  alliance  for  that 
purpole — 1    anluer,    that    our    having    prcvioullv 

treated 

mci'.urc  \\in(.li  haii  hern  Lctort  i.".i'. .ffc-rci; t  mii^lit  i,rc  )tiic  cx- 
pc^iicnt  ,  luit.  .IS  thi^  jioui".  n:auc  r.o  ji  irt  oi  luy  cjiuijri-j'.i  jn  ^ 
I  h.ivc  ajl  llijught  it  iniuaibrn:  upj;i  luc  to  Jir;ic  it. 
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treated  would  be  110  impediment  to  fucli  a  meafure^ 
.But  if  it  were,  I  freely  confefs  that  this   confider- 
atioM  would  have  no  influence  \\ith  me;   becaufe 
fuch  an  alliance,  for  fucli  a   purpofe,  I   conceive 
to   be  the  greateft   calamity   that   can   befal   the 
Britifli  nation  :  for  let  us  not  attempt  to  deceive 
ourfelves;  whatever  pollibility  or  even  probabihty 
there  may  be  of  a  counter-revolution,  from  inter- 
nal agitation  aud  difcord,  the  means  of  producing 
fuch  an  event  by  external  force,  can  be  no  other 
than  the  conquell  of  France.     The  conqueft  of 
France!!!  O!  calumniated  crufiders,  how  ration- 
al and  moderate  were  yourobjeds!— OI  much  in-= 
juredLouis  IW.  upon  what  flight  grounds  have 
you  been  accufed  of  refilefs  and   immoderate  am- 
bition !— O !    tame    and  feeble   Cervantes,    with 
what  a  timid  pencil  and  faint  colours  have  you 
painted  the  portrait  era  diford^rcd  imagination! 

I  have  now  ftated  to  you  fully,  and  1  irufl  fair- 
ly, the  arguments  tliat  p-rfiiaded  me  to  the  courie 
cf  condud  which  I  have  purfued.  In  thcfe  con- 
i'lds  my  defence,  i-.pr.'i  wdiich  you  a.re  to  pro- 
nounce: andlhcpel  fiiali  not  be  tJiought  pre- 
fumptuous,  whenifuy,  that  I  expect  with  confi- 
dence a  favourable  vcrdici:. 

If  the  rcafonings  which  I  iiave  adduced    fail  of 
convincing  you,  I  co^^fc?!^  indeed   that  I   fiiail  be 

difappoiuted. 


!     .i^     ! 

.ii'.j.jv  i.itcd,  hoiki^lc:  to  my  lu..;'  .■/  .i..;i..  ;  !!■!  y 
npjn- (f  to  h:l\C  lunvc  Oi  iiTvt : .  ■■ :  :)!c  iI'-m..  !iil ;  :• - 
i'iow  i\i:\]]  c'uii  (.'[;!_!;  he  i/  [kJ.  i.  v  im  [<■  liin^.tl  li.i- 
.■i.ill!'*!)^  ;  bvir  r\\'M  I'l  tlr.-  c:.:c,  it  \(  ii  !',(■  in  t!'.r;ii 
l>r')b-il)iiity  fu!;!'  ii  lU  !;>  i:i.:;:c-j  vou  to  hcl; 'vc  tl.;;;, 
tho;!.i;h  i:-^  '  '.ii'CTj^-  ci'mr^^h  t'l  CMp.\i;h_c  v'.v,  tli'-y, 
iMul  i:  [  ;.i:v  rn;iilci"  i:r  <  h'^jiic  iKoti\i'N.  illd  lil 
tiicl  ;,;*;::.!c  :;;,  ,  i  Ivwr  lYiW  '^ilr.cd  myc;fiilc;  1 1  r 
ill  tiii-  !\m);v  :",!i' •:;,  tli"U_:'Ii  the  pr^pii^ty  (i  my 
coni.i'.::t  n.:;v  '..;  (.ii.u'Dtcil,  the  iciiiiii'lc  <  t  my 
iii:-:  !!!:■,-:;-  ::ui  :  ',■,  ..;ln;i:tcd. 

K  !i  '\'.:\'[:  iKci'  rurc  i!.*  ;uriicc;!iKl  tanJoiir  ('ft!:? 
;i!'",ii;  :!  t  '  \\\''/::  i  l;;!\'c  ;;ppcaicd.  1  w.iit  your  cic- 
<  i'.\>  'M  \'  :-  !'oiit  i'.  ..'■ — 'i  oil'-  .ippruhaiioii  1  anxifniiW 
.Llii'v,  \:<i[  \ri!;r  ,u(pi:;'.:!  I  c(j:i;k!c'!i!  !y  cxpcLl. 


ri::  d  i'-r  p'v  i\:;)pr-n;  I  !^!Lo::du>T  by  I'linc  oT 
'i:\\  iVi.  !)('-.  cpo'iiN-  ic  :v:i:::c(/' '  l)v  o'licr>,  at[..c!v- 
id  Oi  '  '■  :'i"  _:ioO;'t  by  i!i\  ciicirac-, — to  y^m 
I   !.  i\  ■  .     -    ;    ,■    r  oi/c   and    p;-'itt\  li'iii ;   and 

C'i!:>:ia!,  '':  '  :1  I  !.  ai  In .  imlv  :;•' ■:n  m\-  dur\',  1 
tiMidd  \\.\c  aaaiod  ^  -Wi'  (  '  i.!a:'a,  1  if-!  i:i\i:-li' 
c.jua'l'v  a;  .[aoi,  uiai  b;.  ,,■  Im.';  m  c  'Fii' iiaiiil  >  to 
l!o  p.a  ",  i\  ■  w  ill.  i:  i  !.a\  v-  r\p!>.iaau  a  >  Nam,  K  .  ii 
ai  iM  d  ■  o  ■•  i.a\  r  t  )■  if  ■■  1  :;,;•  ,•  ;,vin  oi"  t  la'  *  :"  y 
'  !  W;  '  a:  alia,  \\  ia-  li  i;  1;  i,  'b  I,.:k;  !k  an  I  ba  !ba 
pi  hi-  I  a.  n:;.  aa;  t  ^  (  m,'  i\a  and  w  \\\.  ii  JL  'da!','  ', .  • 
'a\-  '    iv/A  ".■[  i-\\d'   '    .  lar  I  )  pa.  'arv-;. 

r.  j.  [n:. 
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